
 ​  ​  ​

NEW JERSEY WOMEN VOTE:
The 19th Amendment at 100

Post 2020 Election Wrap-Up:
New Jerseyans Get Out the Vote

​After a long and unusual election
cycle, New Jerseyans came out to
vote in record numbers. Though exact
numbers are still unclear, it is
projected that well over four million
New Jersey citizens will have voted.
That is the largest voter turnout in the
states' history!

As of Wednesday, November 11,
nearly 150 million votes have been
counted from the 2020 General
Election. The U.S has not seen this
level of voter participation in over a
century!

We are thrilled to see such an overwhelming display of civic engagement in
2020. This year marked the 100th anniversary of women legally casting their
vote in the U.S., a right that would continue to be hard fought for Black, Native
American, Asian American, and many other women over the course of the
twentieth century. The resurgence of voting participation and activism this year is
reminiscent of the suffragists and civil rights leaders who worked tirelessly to
expand voting rights, and we are hopeful that this trend will continue.

Specifically in New Jersey, a record-setting 4.4 million mail-in ballots have been
received as of Wednesday, November 11. This number will only continue to
grow as the state begins tallying provisional ballots.

We've also seen many firsts for women this election season. Most notably, Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris will be the first woman, and first person of color,
to fill this role. When she is sworn in come January, the Vice Presidency will be
the most powerful position a woman in the U.S. has ever occupied.

As the final votes start to trickle in, there are still numerous races that remain
uncalled. We have grown accustomed to instantaneous reporting and results,
but it is crucial that officials take their time and accurately account for all votes. It

https://www.facebook.com/NJWomenVote100/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCT5Wq9-Gy2qizGWy1M7uC-YsKgaZ9sCI0Ja92--Hat1GCILq8OVYKdexpEnki_mY1wh1AQLffWrVrc&hc_ref=ARRBvtEsZy8XkvfZorfDTtkGAQCDK_pPuegVWwDp3jWMWQz3VqJ2pZ5IMZfmjQFPf2c&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC7Dm6IshfyEbQSOuOvuc_js49E-xhWVw4e-y7Fh1mKzG_nFnSZnigofN4ipS064JVoyc90qSZ5ZVIOro8cyUPG53gmyMz96OGTAYv3EZ72pPoMIIU7dKc2QRxDcm1CvQjBedVc4l639oqfYn7w4K9e4B6CS21Kh1Wh-XXTvEXV7fi7A1Rau4qxPc7skEdDd2cvHOK9IkNmbbVhoCTiz9qcPd5_6supyJM1BERyaFRFXE8wkXpQWhs0AlsVFjYBs4VQeGt1ii6T2LedbLVlYedAIpiYsw9ZeZ2tZZEyJNdpKLHmuhd0OlCgloDEUVmWtyynHvzTbZJwyEMwwLR35YGqC_TsxeVG1L4k6x3hWsFHIBrfMaPAnCg
https://www.instagram.com/njwomenvote100/
https://twitter.com/NJWomenVote100
https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/graphics/2020/11/10/election-maps-2020-america-county-results-more-voters/6226197002/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/politics/elections/2020/11/11/nj-election-2020-mail-in-ballots-hit-4-4-million-heres-turnout-by-county/6235249002/


is essential for a fair and functioning democracy to count every vote, and due to
the alterations made to the voting process this year amidst COVID-19, this
requires time.

While we await these results, we encourage you to take this opportunity to thank
those who have gone above and beyond to help New Jersey realize such a
substantial increase in voter participation. Whether it be the poll workers, the
advocacy groups organizing voter initiatives, or the state officials who guided the
state during this unusual election cycle, this community of dedicated citizens
have epitomized democracy and the spirit of the suffrage movement.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Next NJWV Quarterly Meeting

Save the date! Our FINAL NJ Women Vote
quarterly partnership meeting will be held
on Thursday, December 3, 2020 from
10:00 to11:30 A.M.

Have suggestions for what you want to
hear about in the meeting, and who you
want to hear from? Let us know by
emailing NJWomenVote100@gmail.com.

RSVP

2020 NJ History Conference

Join the New Jersey Historical
Commission (NJHC) virtually on
Friday, November 13, for the
2020 NJ History
Conference, Battles for the
Ballot: New Jersey Voting
Rights, Then and Now.
Registration includes
attendance at the keynote
program, featuring three
nationally renowned experts on
voting rights and suffrage.
Registrants will also have
access to a virtual book signing,
panel sessions, a digital
exhibition tour, and breakout

discussions, all related to the topic of voting rights history in New Jersey.

To learn more, check out the conference program. 

​Reduced General Registration rate currently available for $15. Students are
welcome for free.

Register Now
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UPDATES & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Unveiling the NJ Women Vote Arts & Humanities Project

We are pleased to unveil the magnificent work of our NJ Women Vote Arts &
Humanities Projects.

Over the summer, NJ Women Vote solicited artists and humanities scholars from
New Jersey to design digital pieces to educate the public on local and national
voting history, and to promote voter engagement ahead of the 2020 U.S.
presidential election.

Funding for these projects was provided by NJ Women Vote, with assistance
from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts.

We encourage you to take a moment and view the completed, commissioned
projects from coLAB Arts and Noelle Lorraine Williams:

LegacyNOW

This cross-generational
collaboration is a production
from coLAB Arts, a New
Brunswick based organization
dedicated to engaging artists,
social advocates, and
communities to create
transformative new work. The
project features oral history

interviews conducted by teenage New Jerseyans of leading second-wave
feminists from the National Organization for Women-New Jersey. This
synergetic series celebrates an intergenerational conversation that not only
highlights the work of women in the past, but inspires young women and girls
moving forward.

LegacyNow was created by five female-identifying playwrights: Karen Alvarado,
Stephanie Bond, Aizzah Fatima, Angela Kariotis, and Antu Yacob. Their pieces
include scripted scenes, monologues, and performance poems.

View

https://nj.gov/state/njsca/
https://colab-arts.org/
https://nownj.org/
https://colab-arts.org/legacynow


Project

Black, Native American, and
Immigrant Women’s Voices
Taking the Vote!

In early 2020, the Newark Public
Library opened a new
exhibit, Radical Women: Fighting
for Power and the Vote in New
Jersey! In order to bring Radical Women to a wider audience amidst the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, curator and researcher Noelle Lorraine Williams and
director of photography Kay the Kreator of Gold Standard Productions
developed a virtual adaptation of the exhibit.

The digital expression of the library's exhibit takes viewers on a journey through
New Jersey voting history, specifically highlighting the work of Black, Native
American, and immigrant women who fought for equality and voting rights. The
virtual exhibit retains much of the insightful and inspiring content featured in the
library's in-person exhibit. Additionally, the project debuts the work of New
Jersey women and non-binary artists.

View Exhibit

NJ Women Vote Video Series

Beginning in 1776 and concluding
in the 1964, the NJ Women Vote
video series demonstrates that
the struggle for the right to vote is
as relevant now as it was nearly
250 years ago. Over the course

of five, 90-second installments, the series explores the changes to voting rights
in New Jersey over time, noting who determined the limits of suffrage, and how
those who were denied the franchise sought to secure it. The series was
sponsored by NJ Women Vote with support from the Alice Paul
Institute and Middlesex County, NJ. You can view the series as a YouTube
playlist here.

Instagram Live Interview with
Miss NJ USA
On National Vote Early Day, we hosted a
live interview with Miss New Jersey USA
Gina Mellish on our Instagram account.
Conducting the interviews were twins
Kayla and Kirsten Mackney of the Alice
Paul Institute's Girls Leadership Council.
Pageant title holders themselves, the
Mackney twins hosted a lively
conversation about voting rights, the 2020
Election, and social justice.

To watch the interview, visit the NJ
Women Vote Instagram account at

https://npl.org/
https://www.goldstandardproductions.com/
https://npl.org/radical-women-fighting-for-power-and-the-vote-in-new-jersey/
http://www.alicepaul.org/
http://www.middlesexcountynj.gov/Pages/Main.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMhkXBA4RtMngEStxWvqCGapHoeSf94CV
https://alicepaul.org/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGu0Dr9AbBF/


@njwomenvote100.

Women's Suffrage & Beyond
Program Award
The New Jersey Council for the Humanities is
now accepting applications from nonprofit and
governmental organizations in New Jersey for
a $500 award to support work to
commemorate and interrogate the passage of
the 19th Amendment and its legacy one
hundred years later.
 
Applications will be accepted on a rolling

basis. Any public programs associated with this award must take place between November
1, 2020 and March 31, 2021. Please note: due to ongoing and constantly evolving
coronavirus restrictions, NJCH is unable to support in-person programs that involve
gatherings of people. Click here for more information and to apply.

Lights on for Suffrage

Leading up to the 2020 U.S.
presidential election, we asked public
buildings and private residences to join
us in paying homage to the female
suffragists who fought for their right to
vote. Organizations and private citizens
commemorated the centennial of the
19th Amendment and the fight for voting
rights that continues to this day by
illuminating their spaces in purple,
yellow, and white - the colors historically
affiliated with affiliated with U.S.
suffrage movement.

​Check out some of the amazing displays below:

Battleship New Jersey

https://njhumanities.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Final-NJCH-Suffrage-Beyond-Program-Award.pdf


Hunterdon County Courthouse NJWV supporter Carol Cronheim window display

Wallace House & Old Dutch Parsonage State Historic Sites

SUFFRAGE AROUND THE FIELD!

Rutgers "On Account of
Sex" Virtual Exhibit

Rutgers University's Special
Collections and University
Archives recently released
their new virtual exhibit, On
Account of Sex: The
Struggle for Women's
Suffrage in Middlesex
County.

Initially intended as a
physical display, the exhibit
is the culmination of two years of research and preparation, exploring the history
of the suffrage movement in Middlesex County.
The On Account of Sex virtual exhibit features documents, photographs, and
artifacts from Rutgers Special Collections and University Archives’ collections,
as well as images from the Library of Congress, the South River Historical and
Preservation Society, the Metuchen-Edison Historical Society, the New
Brunswick Free Public Library, Stephanie Bartz and Kim Adams.

To view the exhibit, click here.

https://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/scua
https://blogs.libraries.rutgers.edu/womensuffrage/exhibits/show/womenssuffrage/intro


NJ State Council on the Arts Suffrage Mural
Project

The New Jersey State Council on the Arts is seeking
an experienced public art partner to engage in the
creation of a mural arts initiative celebrating the
100th anniversary of the vote for women’s suffrage.
The grant is intended to either supplement the cost
of a mural initiative already in development which
aligns with the spirit and intention of celebrating

women’s suffrage, or to fund the creation of a new mural project developed
specifically for this funding opportunity.

The deadline to submit a proposal via email is November 24, 2020 by 4:00 p.m.
For eligibility requirements, application instructions, and further information, click
here.
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