





NEW JERSEY WOMEN VOTE:
The 19th Amendment at 100

This Chapter May be Ending,
But Our Story Will Continue
We are overwhelmed by the engagement and dedication demonstrated
by NJ Women Vote partners in 2020. Our work was only possible
because of you, and for that we are grateful. The COVID-19 pandemic
and its impact had the potential to deter our efforts, but, with
everyone's support, we were still able to accomplish our mission: to
mark the centennial of women’s suffrage while acknowledging its
inequities and the challenges New Jersey women of all
backgrounds have faced and continue to confront from 1920 to
the present day.
To revisit all that NJ Women Vote has accomplished, check out
our Wrapping Up NJ Women Vote video.
Moving forward, the Alice Paul Institute plans to carry out NJ Women
Vote's vision and promote women's history and civic engagement. In
2021, the Alice Paul Institute will offer public programs that highlight the
myriad voices and experiences of the struggle for equal access to our
democracy and the rights of citizenship. API Executive Director Lucy
Beard commented, “We are proud to carry on the work that NJ Women
Vote established and look forward to continued collaboration with our
NJWV partners to uncover and share the stories of our democracy.”
On January 21 at 2pm, API will host a virtual screening followed by
discussion. “Without a Whisper - Konnon:Kwe” explores the hidden
history of the Indigenous women’s influence on the 19th-century U.S.
women’s rights movement. Watch for announcements of other
upcoming programs or check in to the
website www.alicepaul.org/events.

Saying GOOD-Bye to 2020!
Most of us are eager to see 2020 end, but don't overlook some of this

year's silver linings. If anything, 2020 has shown us the importance of
gratitude! So before we say GOOD-bye to this crazy year, we're
sharing a list of GOOD things that came out of 2020!
1. RECORD-BREAKING VOTER TURNOUT
Voter turnout surged in 2020. Over 157 million
people cast a ballot in the 2020 U.S. presidential
election, smashing previous voter participation
records. An increase in voter participation was
evident in every single state, and New Jersey
specifically went from 55.7% in 2016 and to
65.8%.

2. EXTENDING OUR REACH AND
ACCESSIBILITY
Even though most of NJ Women Vote's major
events had to be adapted and changed because
of the pandemic, we were grateful for the ways
these adaptations helped increase our visibility
and accessibility to new audiences.

3. INCREASED ATTENTION ON RACIAL JUSTICE
The brutal murders of Black Americans like
George Floyd have been one of the most
devastating aspects of 2020. Racial injustice,
however, is not unique to this year. Issues like
racism and police violence have persistently plagued
the country throughout its history. This year, though,
more Americans have become invested in addressing racial injustice and
supporting movements such as Black Lives Matter.

4. MORE APPRECIATION FOR HEALTHCARE
WORKERS...
We think everyone can agree that healthcare workers
were the true MVPs of 2020. The fortitude of nurses,
doctors, and hospital staff is incredible and we are
indebted to their bravery and dedication.

5. AND TEACHERS...
Our country's educators have had to quickly adapt
their usual teaching methods to fit virtual settings.
Many teachers had to take on dual roles as virtual
and in-person instructors. It is inspiring to see
some of the creative and innovative ways these
educators have worked to support their students.

6. AND ALL OTHER ESSENTIAL INDUSTRY FRONT LINE WORKERS
Many of us were fortunate enough to be able to
work from home when the pandemic hit. Front
line workers, however, did not even get to pause,

and instead masked up, continuing to return to
work every single day. From the grocery clerks to
garbage collectors, these workers have single
handedly held our communities together.

7. NEW PARTNERSHIPS AND COLLABORATIONS
The need to create new programs in keeping with
public safety guidelines resulted in some amazing
partnerships for NJ Women Vote. Our virtual Arts and
Humanities projects, for example, introduced us to
coLab Arts, and deepened our partnership with the
Newark Public Library. We also had the opportunity to
work with individuals like Miss New Jersey USA, Gina
Mellish.

8. CONNECTING WITH THE STRUGGLES
OF SUFFRAGISTS
The heart of the Suffrage Movement
occurred amidst the notorious Spanish
Flu. The parallels between this 1918
pandemic and COVID-19 truly reveal how
persistent and motivated suffragists had to
be in order to continue lobbying for their
rights. The COVID-19 pandemic has
allowed us to connect with the struggles our foremothers, and makes us
appreciate their work even more.

9. NEW JERSEY'S RESILIENCE ON FULL
DISPLAY
Here in New Jersey, we are consistently blown
away by the positivity and strength of our
communities. Our state was hit harder than most
during the onset of the virus, but, because of the
dedication and compliance of New Jerseyans, we
were able to positively mitigate the virus'
impact in the summer. COVID-19 is far from
over, but we know that our state is capable of
fighting through this awful time!

10. MUSEUMS AND HISTORICAL
SITES GO VIRTUAL
NJ Women Vote is an initiative
grounded in history. We were
especially saddened to see so many
museums and historical sites
temporarily close because of the
pandemic. Luckily, many historical
institutions have been able to continue their work virtually. Over the summer, for
example, the Alice Paul Institute released a series offering a virtual walkthrough tour of historic Paulsdale. We were also fortunate enough to be able
to support the filming and production of short virtual tours at six NJ women’s
history sites in 2020, which will be available for all to see soon!

11. YOUNGER GENERATIONS STEP UP TO
SERVE AS POLL WORKERS
In 2016, 85% of poll workers were over the age
of 60. This demographic, unfortunately, is at
high risk for contracting the COVID-19 virus. As
a result, there was a huge push for poll workers
this year. Younger generations answered the
call. Young Americans sparked a new
generation of enthusiastic poll workers, and that is something we can all
celebrate!

12. GREATER REPRESENTATION IN
POLITICS
The 2020 election saw an impressive
display of firsts achieved. Representation
in politics was a big win from this year.
Overall, the election led to more women,
LGBTQ+ individuals, and people of color
entering office. Our government is at its best
when politicians are as diverse as the
populations they represent, so we hope this trend only continues in future
elections.

13. SMALL ACTS OF KINDNESS IMPACT US IN A BIG
WAY
This year, kindness seemed to be contagious! We saw major
companies and businesses donating to organizations
supporting communities most impacted by COVID-19, as well
as civil rights organizations. It was the small acts of
kindness, though, that really reminded us of the generosity
of our fellow neighbors. Compassion and kindness have
helped so many in such an isolating period of time. Never
underestimate the power of a good deed. It may be small to
you, but its impact could be massive for someone else!

14. RECONNECTING WITH NATURE
The pandemic has pushed all of us to step outdoors
and appreciate the natural world around us. Wanting
a semblance of escape from their homes, people
seem to be going outside and enjoying hikes, walks,
bike rides, etc. We embraced this revitalized
gratitude for nature when we hosted our Suffrage
Solo Slow Roll in August. We loved seeing all of you
exploring the Women's Heritage Trail and being
active while doing so.

15. FINALLY ADDRESSING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE
As students everywhere quickly made the switch to
online learning, inequities related to technological
access became more obvious. The pandemic has
forced everyone to face the digital divide, an
issue that existed pre-pandemic and that will remain
if we don't take steps to address it. COVID-19 has

presented an enormous problem for students without access to the digital tools
necessary to effectively participate in class. We hope that this technological
barrier is a wakeup call.

16. FAMILY TIME PRIORITIZED
In the isolating months of quarantine, many families
have reconnected. As physical interaction with others
has become a novelty, we've come to appreciate the
company of the family members we get to see inperson everyday. Activities like game nights,
puzzling, family walks, etc. have become rays of
sunshine in the darkest months of COVID-19. The pandemic has also sparked
gratitude for those in our lives we can no longer see, and motivated us (finally) to
connect with family members we can't physically interact with, whether it be
through a Zoom call or by simply writing a letter.

17. FOCUS ON SCIENCE AND MEDICAL RESEARCH
The scientific and research community has been working
around the clock to quickly and safely produce a vaccine for
COVID-19. Thanks to their diligence, NJ is set to disperse a
half-million vaccinations within the next month. Overall, the
pandemic has shown us the amount of effort and commitment
that goes into medical research, and has only increased focus
on healthcare research. Early studies have even shown that one of the silver
linings of the pandemic is that it has inspired healthcare innovation
globally, with collaboration across multiple disciplines all working toward
saving lives!

18. READING, READING, AND MORE
READING
Trapped indoors, reading has served as an
escape for many during quarantine. The books
on our shelves are finally moving off of our "toread" list as we seek refuge from isolation.
Additionally, this year's upsurge in civic justice
has inspired people to read books on the
subject. Throughout the summer, websites listed books on civil rights history and
ally-ship, and books about racism dominated best-seller lists.

19. WOMEN SHOW THEIR STRENGTH
The year 2020 has been marked by the strength of
strong women. Though women have had to
disproportionately grapple with the economic and
domestic impacts of the pandemic, many are
playing a vital role in leading organizations and
nations during these trying times. In the COVID-era
female leaders are shining.

20. NEWFOUND GRATITUDE FOR "NORMAL"
The biggest take away of the year is the need to
appreciate the little things in life. Everyday
conveniences turned into rarities, and we had to
quickly adapt our perceptions of normality. When

things start to return to "normal," we'll have a
newfound gratitude for what that means. Whether it
be the ability to see our friends in person, travel, or
go out to dine at restaurant, COVID-19 has reminded
us to not take anything for granted.

DID YOU MISS IT?
One of the best aspects of NJ Women Vote's increased virtual
programming in 2020 is that the public can access recordings of our
events and projects at any time. So if you missed out on an NJ Women
Vote program this year, check out links to the recordings below and on
our website, discovernjhistory.org/njwomenvote2020/ .
Digital Arts and Humanities Projects
Over the summer, NJ Women Vote
solicited artists and humanities
scholars from New Jersey to design
digital pieces to educate the public on
local and national voting history, and to
promote voter engagement ahead of
the 2020 U.S. presidential election.
Funding for these projects was
provided by NJ Women Vote, with
assistance from the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts.
View coLAB Art's "LegacyNOW"
Videos

View the Newark Public Libary's
Exhibit "Black, Native American, and
Immigrant Women’s Voices Taking
the Vote!"

NJ Women Vote Video Series
Beginning in 1776 and concluding
in the 1964, the NJ Women Vote
video series demonstrates that the
struggle for the right to vote is as
relevant now as it was nearly 250

years ago. Over the course of five, 90-second installments, the series explores
the changes to voting rights in New Jersey over time, noting who determined the
limits of suffrage, and how those who were denied the franchise sought to secure
it. The series was sponsored by NJ Women Vote with support from the Alice
Paul Institute and Middlesex County, NJ. You can view the series as a
YouTube playlist here.

Women's Equality Day

Tu Voto 2020

In commemoration of Women’s Equality Day
and the centennial of the adoption of the 19th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, NJ
Women Vote hosted a virtual panel, Building
on Our Past to Pave Our Future, on
Wednesday, August 26. The commemorative
event, held via Zoom, was a collaborative effort
co-sponsored by the New Jersey Division on
Women, a division of the Department of
Children and Families, and Thomas Edison
State University. The panel was moderated
by Debbie Walsh, Director of the Center for
American Women in Politics, a unit of the
Eagleton Institute at Rutgers University.
Panelists included: New Jersey Lieutenant
Governor Sheila Oliver, Congresswoman Mikie
Sherrill, New Jersey Senator M. Teresa Ruiz,
and former New Jersey Governor Christine
Todd Whitman. The event concluded with
powerful performances from poet Susanna
Rich and professional storyteller Queen Nur.

NJ Women Vote, in partnership with
the NJ Center for Hispanic Policy
Research and Development, held
free virtual panel about preparing to
vote in the 2020 U.S. presidential
election on Friday, October 9, 2020.
A panel of experts answered
questions about voter registration,
the 2020 voting process, and why it is
so important to place your ballot. The
panel was offered in English and
Spanish. Panelists included Wendy
S. Martinez, Government Policy and
Political Strategist, Iveth Mosquera,
Board Director, League of Women
Voters of New Jersey, and Juan
Carlos Nordelo, Legislative Director,
New Jersey Assemblywoman
Yvonne Lopez.

Instagram Live Interview with Miss NJ USA
On National Vote Early Day, we hosted a live
interview with Miss New Jersey USA Gina Mellish on
our Instagram account. Conducting the interviews
were twins Kayla and Kirsten Mackney of the Alice
Paul Institute's Girls Leadership Council. Pageant
title holders themselves, the Mackney twins hosted a
lively conversation about voting rights, the 2020
Election, and social justice.
To watch the interview, visit the NJ Women Vote Instagram account at
@njwomenvote100.

NJ Women Vote Quarterly Meetings
Since June 2020, we have been
hosting our regular quarterly meetings
over Zoom. From the Highlight
Women's Skydiving team to coLAB

June 6th Meeting

Arts, we've had some great featured
speakers at these meetings, and we
are so happy to have recordings of
their moving discussions. If you missed
one of these meetings, we encourage
you to tune in to hear from some these
esteemed speakers.

September 9th Meeting

December 3rd Meeting

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
NJ Women Vote honored several individuals and organizations for
significant contributions to the initiative at our final quarterly partnership
meeting on December 3. We wanted to share those special
acknowledgements again here and extend our deepest gratitude to all
of the people and organizations who made NJ Women Vote possible!

Spirited Suffragist

Queen Nur

Linda Barth

Most Involved Committee Member

Janet Field

Francis Blanco

Splendid Sponsorship

Middlesex
County

New Jersey
Division on
Women

New Jersey
Historic Trust

Champion of Civic Engagement

Debbie Kelly

League of Women Voters
of New Jersey

Above and Beyond

Lisa Hendrickson

Veronica Calder

THE CONVERSATION CONTINUES!
Don't worry - this isn't goodbye! We want to keep this communitiy together, and
that starts with you! Keep an eye out in January for our quick survey so we can

get your feedback regarding the NJ Woman Vote initiative, and where you'd like
to see the movement go in the future!
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