NEW JERSEY WOMEN VOTE:
The 19th Amendment at 100

AUGUST 2020: Finally Here, But Different Than
Expected...

It's hard to believe that July has
come and gone. The moment
we've all been waiting for is quickly
approaching: August 18, 2020, the
100th anniversary of the ratification
of the 19th Amendment. The
moment, though, will be different
than most of us had planned.

In March, when New Jersey
entered a state of quarantine, few
anticipated that the COVID-19
pandemic would impact NJ
Women Vote’s August 2020
centennial events. Organizations
across the nation have had to
redesign, or even completely
cancel, their festivities, some of
which were years in the making.
While we are disappointed that our
own plans have been disrupted by the current health crisis, we are comforted
by the wise, albeit cliché, adage: Life is what happens when you're busy
making plans.

The specific events planned for suffrage centennial were never the central
focus of 2020. NJ Women Vote’s ultimate goal in 2020 was to mark a
fundamental milestone in women's history and to recognize the proceeding
century of women’s activism in the continuing fight for equal rights. Although
there is a lot of excitement associated with anniversaries the 19th Amendment
centennial - we are NJ Women Vote: The 19th Amendment at 100 after all -
we should also remind ourselves that we don't need a major event, party, or
project to commemorate women’s history. We can, and should, celebrate such
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her-storic moments every day, month, and year, regardless of the occasion.

While the year 2020 offers an apt moment to recognize the contributions of the
suffrage movement to women's history, it doesn't mean that we can't continue
to do so in 2021, 2022, 2023, and beyond. It also doesn't mean that we need to
hold huge extravaganzas (though we'll never turn down a good party!). We can
honor the women that shaped our history through our everyday lives.
Registering yourself to vote and helping others to do so, for example, is a
simple, but extremely important way to pay homage to the sacrifices women of
all backgrounds have made in the fight for universal suffrage.

At the end of the day, what truly matters is how we learn from the past to help
shape our own history. Yes, the COVID-19 pandemic tarnished some in-
person plans for 2020, but it did not tarnish the history that inspired these
plans, nor did it tarnish our profound appreciation of this history.

NJWV 100 EVENTS

REGISTER TODAY! Suffrage SOLO #SlowRoll

The NJ Women Vote 100 Suffrage Solo #SlowRoll is officially underway! Over the course of August 2020,
New Jerseyeans of all ages are invited to get outside and cycle like a suffragist for a unique her-storic
scavenger hunt. Grab your bike, strap on your helment, and ride (or simply walk or drive) to local sites
along the New Jersey Women'’s Heritage Trail while practicing appropriate health and social distancing
guidelines. Participants will have the opportunity to post a selfie and caption at each site. Special prizes
will be awarded to those who visit the most sites.
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Celebrate 100 years of women getting the
right to vote with a socially-distanced cycling
scavenger hunt for all ages!

Women's Equality Day

NJ Women Vote is pleased to invite you to our virtual
Women's Equality Day event, BUILDING ON OUR
PAST TO PAVE OUR FUTURE. Tune-in for a virtual
panel featuring a dynamic line-up of women in NJ state
government. We invite all New Jerseyeans to celebrate


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/suffrage-solo-slow-roll-tickets-99402946890

the impactful role of women in shaping our state’s past,

present, and future. The panel will be moderated by % Wl | R o v BRE il '
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Women in Politics, a unit of the Eagleton Institute at LS il o ~ N A\

Rutgers University. Panelists include: New Jersey
Lieutenant Governor Sheila Oliver, Congresswoman
Mikie Sherrill, New Jersey Senator M. Teresa Ruiz, and
former New Jersey Governor Christine Todd Whitman.
Secretary of State Tahesha Way and First Lady Tammy

Murphy will provide opening remarks.The panel to will ,
be followed by performances from poet Susanna Rich WOMEN'S EQUALITY DAY VIRTUAL PANEL

and professional storyteller Queen Nur. B “I I_I]I “ ﬁ 0 “ n “ n
This event will take place on August 26, 2020 from
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and is free to attend with
registration.
REGISTER NOW To PAVE n“n

FREE TO ATTEND ONLINE WITH REGISTRATION
WWW.DISCOVERNJHISTORY.ORG

SAVE THE DATE: Next
NJWYV Quarterly Meeting

Our next NJWV Quarterly Meeting is
right around the corner. The meeting is
set to take place on Wednesday,

September 9, from 10:00-11:00-. a.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 Following the format of our last get

10 -11 AM together, we will be hosting
September's meeting virtually via
Zoom. To access meeting information,
please visit:
https://discovernjhistory.org/event/njwv
-virtual-quarterly-partnership-

meeting/..

NJ Women
%VOTE RSVP

2020 Commemorative Suffrage March
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NJ Women Vote has canceled the Suffrage March scheduled for
Saturday, September 26, 2020 in New Brunswick, NJ. The sub-
committee is developing a new initiative that will meet the
partnership’s goals for the march: widely encouraging voter
registration and civic engagement, involving communities across
the state, and making connections between the women’s suffrage
movement and today.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Vision 2020 Presents

VYomen

A National Celebration of American Women

Vision 2020 has a new schedule for ., its yearlong celebration of the centennial of the
19th Amendment, and it will extend into March 2021 — Women's History Month!

Women 100 kicks off with on August 26, recognized nationwide as Women'’s
Equality Day: the day in 1920 when the 19th Amendment was adopted, establishing women's
voting rights. The event will be webcast from Independence National Historical Park in
Philadelphia and will feature live-streaming and prerecorded presentations, tributes and musical
performances. The webcast can be viewed on the Women 100 website.

Vision 2020 Partners, Allies and supporters across the country will raise a glass of grape juice, as
the suffragists did due to Prohibition, or a beverage of their choice. If you plan to host a toast in
your area, please complete and indicate if you would like to participate via live-
stream. You can also participate in a virtual choir organized by award-winning musician Meghan
Carey, who will perform her empowerment anthem River Rock during the webcast. See

her

In addition, the Women 100 exhibition, showing women's journey toward
equality over the last century, has been extended through June 2021 at Philadelphia’s Kimmel
Center for the Performing Arts. The exhibition will be open when the Kimmel Center is open, but
you can view this

UPDATE: National Archives Rightfully
Hers Pop-Up Exhibit

Please note that we have decided to postpone the
loaning of National Archives Rightfully Hers pop-up
exhibits until further notice. This decision was made
out of an abundance of caution for the safety of our
staff in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. Distribution
of this resource will resume again in 2021 with a new
sign-up form. We apologize for any inconvenience.

Opportunity for Women's Historic Sites:
WHERE WOMEN MADE HISTORY
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Where Women Made

History

Help us discover 1,000 places where American women have left their mark.

Attention NJ women's history sites! Make our great state proud by submitting your site to
be featured on the s Where Women Made History
initiative. To mark the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment's ratification to the U.S.
Constitution, the National Trust has set a goal to discover 1,000 places across the nation
connected to women’s history, and elevate their stories for everyone to learn and
celebrate. Represent NJ and the legacies of its phenomenal women by submitting your
site!
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