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NEW JERSEY WOMEN VOTE:
The 19th Amendment at 100

August 2020 is Over... Now What?
After months, even years, of planning and anticipation, we finally reached the
official centennial of the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment. On August
26, 2020, the nation came together to mark a century since the U.S.
constitution granted American women the right to vote - a date we now
observe as Women’s Equality Day. From our Suffrage Solo #SlowRoll
campaign to our Women’s Equality Day virtual panel, we truly appreciated the
opportunity to commemorate this momentous occasion with our fellow New
Jerseyans.
 
You may be thinking to yourself, “Now what?” Just as the fight for voting rights
and equality did not end with the adoption of the Nineteenth Amendment on
August 26, 1920, the same is true for August 26, 2020.
 
The suffrage centennial has shown us how far we’ve come, but also how much
work we still have ahead of us. This year, we have been grounded by some
truly unsettling events. The global pandemic, the passing of figures like civil
rights leader John Lewis, persistent racial injustice and anti-Black violence - the
year 2020 has been a challenging one.
 
If this year has taught us anything, it’s that we have to keep moving, pushing
for justice and equality for all. Throughout 2020, we commemorated the
women’s suffrage movement, but also recognized its shortcomings. Black
women, indigenous women, and many others who were central to the fight for
women’s voting rights faced racial prejudice in the women’s suffrage
movement. After the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment, many women still
waited decades before accessing the polls due to voter suppression,
gerrymandering, and other tactics employed by political institutions fueled by
racism. The right to vote for so many, even today, continues to be infringed
upon.
 
Equality is something that we need to continually strive for, searching for ways
to make the next one hundred years better than the last. While the year 2020
continues to bring many issues to the forefront of public attention, these
challenges are not new and we will continue to grapple with them after the
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clock strikes midnight on December 31st.  
 
So now what?
 
Now, we keep going. We fight for what wasn’t gained. We fight for those who
are still silenced. We fight for equality.
 
The NJ Women Vote initiative is more than a way to recognize and better
understand our past, it is the promise of a brighter future. It is people like you
who have made this initiative what it is, and it will be you who keeps it going.
Whether voting or working at the polls this November, advocating for
movements like Black Lives Matter within your community, or seeking political
office to enact systematic change, there is so much work that is yet to be done.
 
We encourage you: Don’t lose momentum. Don’t be silent. Women have
fought for years to give us a voice. Let’s use it! 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Next NJWV Quarterly Meeting

Join us on Wednesday, September 9,
2020, from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., for the
next NJ Women Vote virtual quarterly
partnership meeting. Our speaker will be
Noelle Lorraine Williams, Curator and
Researcher for the Newark Public
Library’s current exhibit, Radical Women:
Fighting for Power and the Vote in New
Jersey! The meeting will be held via
Zoom. for log-in information, please visit
https://discovernjhistory.org/event/njwv-
virtual-quarterly-partnership-meeting/

RSVP

2020 NJ History Conference

The New Jersey Historical
Commission (NJHC) is pleased to
announce Battles for the Ballot:
New Jersey Voting Rights, Then
and Now, the 2020 New Jersey
History Conference, scheduled for
Friday, November 13, 2020. The
conference will take place virtually.

The history of voting rights and
suffrage in New Jersey is one of
competing visions of who deserves
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a voice in American society. For
centuries, activists, policymakers,
and everyday people have fought
to define that vision, especially on
the basis of race and gender. As
New Jersey marks the 150th
anniversary of the 15th
Amendment and the 100th
anniversary of the 19th
Amendment—against the
backdrop of a presidential election
year and a global pandemic
—Battles for the Ballot will explore
how the right to vote has changed
over time and the meaning of
participation and representation in
a democracy. Registration to open in late September.

The conference planning committee is now accepting submissions for submissions to
the posters and projects session. The deadline to submit has been extended to October
1, 2020. For more information, please visit: https://www.nj.gov/state/historical/his-
2020-conference.shtml.

EVENT RECAPS

Women's Equality Day Virtual Panel
NJ Women Vote, the NJ Historical Commission, the NJ Division on Women,
and Thomas Edison State University were pleased to present a free virtual
commemoration of Women’s Equality Day on August 26, 2020. Thomas Edison
State University Dr. Merodie Hancock, Secretary of State Tahesha Way, and
First Lady Tammy Murphy provided welcoming remarks. The event featured a
dynamic panel of women in government, moderated by Debbie Walsh, Director
of the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University. Panelists
included Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver, former Governor Christine Whitman,
Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill, and Senator M. Teresa Ruiz. We closed out
the final hour with performances from professional storyteller Queen Nur and
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poet Susanna Rich. Didn’t have a chance to tune in?

Check out a full recording here: https://bit.ly/2QrcHEJ.

Centennial Commemoration Reaches SKY-HIGH Expectations

It's a bird! It's a plane! It's the centennial!

The skies were lined with NJ Women Vote on
Women's Equality Day. On August 26th, we flew a
banner along the Jersey Shore to remind people
throughout the state that the fight for equality is
ongoing.

Did you spot our plane? Let us know! Message us
on social media @njwomenvote100 or email
NJWomenVote@gmail.com.

NJ Women Vote Suffrage Solo #SlowRoll
"This was a fantastic experience for my family and I!! I truly appreciate all the organizers,

we learned so much and had a great time together." - Dani Chi, NJWV Supporter

This August, over one hundred and thirty people got outside and participated in
NJ Women Vote’s Suffrage Solo Slow Roll campaign, visiting women’s history
sites across New Jersey and posting selfies along the way. The first one
hundred registrants will be receiving a Solo Slow Roll T-shirt.

https://bit.ly/2QrcHEJ


NJ WOMEN VOTE UPCOMING PROJECTS

Women's History Virtual Tour Project

NJ Women Vote is supporting the filming and production of short virtual tours
at six NJ women’s history sites this fall. Following a competitive application
process in June and July, project reviewers selected six participating sites: The
Old Barracks Museum, Bamboo Brook/Merchiston Farm (Morris County Parks
Commission), Historic Whitesbog Village, the Women’s Federation Monument
(Palisades Interstate Park), Vineland Historical and Antiquarian Society, and
the Stoutsburg Sourland African American Museum. Thank you to our partners
at the NJ Historic Trust, who are helping to sponsor this project!

Mini Documentary Series
Project

Production is underway for a series
of five short documentaries that will
cover topics in New Jersey voting
rights history, co-sponsored by NJ
Women Vote, the NJ Historical
Commission, the Alice Paul Institute,
and the Middlesex County Office of
Arts and History. The series will be
released in late October, leading up
the 2020 U.S. presidential election.

Arts and Humanities
Commission Project

NJ Women Vote has selected two
proposals to receive commissions
through the initiative’s Digital Arts
and Humanities Commissions
Project. The projects are designed
to inspire and contextualize voting
efforts this fall. Following a juried
selection process, reviewers granted
commissions to Noelle Lorraine
Williams and coLAB Arts. Both
projects will be hosted digitally once
complete.
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