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Linda J. Barth 

Linda J. Barth is a tireless advocate for New Jersey history and through her extensive 

publications and presentations has shared the untold stories of New Jersey’s past with 

generations of New Jerseyans.  Barth enriches our understanding of New Jersey past.  

Barth grew up along the canal in South Bound Brook.  She received her B.A. in elementary 

education from Paterson State College and taught elementary school for twenty-five years. After 

college, she became involved with the Friends of the Wallace House and Old Dutch Parsonage, 

two state historic sites in Somerset County. She served as secretary and then president of this 

group. Linda and her husband Bob are champions of New Jersey’s historic canals, the Delaware 

and Raritan and Morris.  She has served as secretary of the Canal Society of New Jersey.  

Working with her husband, she planned weekend and ten-day trips to canal sites in Virginia, 

New England, Ohio, and Pennsylvania and has toured canals in England, France, Scotland, and 

the Netherlands.  She currently serves as the president of the Delaware & Raritan Canal Watch, a 

friends group that supports the Canal State Park.  

Reminiscent of the Methodist circuit riders of yore, Linda and her husband Bob have traveled the 

state spreading the good news of New Jersey history through presentations and popular 

publications.  She regularly presents to libraries and historical societies around the state, 

speaking on a variety of New Jersey topics. She has written extensively about New Jersey 

history, especially New Jersey’s canals, inventions, her hometown—Somerville, and the 

Millstone Valley.  Barth is also the author of several children books, including Hidden New 

Jersey.   

Barth enriches our understanding of New Jersey past and in addition to her writing and 

presenting, she is a powerful advocate for New Jersey history.  She has served as the executive 

director of the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey, is on the boards of the Millstone 

Valley Preservation Coalition, the Heritage Trail Association, and the Advocates for New Jersey 

History.  She is a member of the Washington Association of New Jersey and recently founded 

the Somerville History Roundtable. She is also a member of the Society of Children’s Book 

Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI). 


